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ABSTRACT

"The Chanéing World View of Minority Migrants in an Urban Setting"

" A series of '"world view" questidnS'werc utilized in generating scale
scores that sharply differentiated representative samples of Mexican-Americans
(280), Negroes‘(2§0), and Anglos (413) in a- longitudinal study with a 1960
-baseline. Mexican-Americans respondeﬁis were at the "low" end of the scale and

"Anglos ac the "high'" end. Seventy-five percént of the original fespondénts wér:Jf
reinterviewed in 1971, révealing that significant convergence had taken place. N
Mexican-American males, feméreé in high‘income Mexican-Ameriéén families, and
.Negroes, regé;dless'of sex but more so those in high  income than'low income f;-
milies exéressed views more'liké those qf the -Anglos than in 1960. When world'

view was regressed on a variety of background and experiential variables most.

of the individual variation in world view among members of each race/ethnic

group remained unexplained. This suggests that while mémSers‘of minority groups.

are not alike in their responses to statements about world view, the most readily

‘measuvable antecedent experiences which supposedly acceunt for within-group—

differences are not as important as more idiosyncratic, ummeasured life

experiences.

©
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- - _ THE CHANGING WORLD VIEW OF MINORITY
: MIGRANTS IN AN URBAN SETTING*

INTRODUCTION
Without committing ourselves to the'peéitien that world view, value
or1entat10ns, or 51m11ar,att1tud1nal complexe§‘are powerful determlnants of
behavior we have operationally defined and reasured what we, for lack of a
better term, have called "world view." We believe that a scale based on
responges to the quest}ons utilized.-represents impertant differences in

pgoples’;gutlook on life. Rather than attempt to determine the influence of

.View, seek1ng to see how and on what basis it d1ffers within race/ethnic

. “-\
grogps in samples of Mex1can-Amer1cans, Negroes, and Anglos.!

The data were obtained from a longitudinal study of 280 Mexican-Americans
(most resided in Texas before coming to Racine), 280 Neg:oes (most resided in
Mississippi before coming to Racine), and 413 Anglos in Racine, Wisconsin.

The original 1nterv1eus_uexe_condue%ed—&n—1959——1966——andh4961—ﬁtiiiziﬂg‘iﬂtér-

viewers of the same race/ethniC1tv and sex as respondents. The interview
schedule was in English and Spanishpmhe latter'deve}oped through extensive pre-

testing on a similar Meiican-American population in another city. .In 1971 we

w“u“;;wﬁﬁ___gg;gggted_gnd conducted interviews with 74% of the oxiginal respondeﬁt?f/again.
| utiL121ng a bilingual schedule and same race/ethnic, sex interviewers.?
-'Detailed reports on the scale and its relationship to other variables
“circa 1960 have been described elsewhere;’ We shall be very brief in"éur des-
cription of the scale, the items from which it was derived, and_how race/éthnic
fesﬁonses differed over a period of time. Following this we ehall briefly com-

ment on changes in scale scores among individuals within each race/ethnic group.

4




-2 8
‘15 the next'section of the papervwe shall turn to the relationship of religion,
sex, and 1ncome to the distribution of scores and how some groups have markedly
changed their views to a more act1ve ‘position in 1971 than they held in 1960.
All of this leads up to the final and most_important section where we have sub-
jected the data to regression analysis.. Eighteen variables are presented in
chronological erder; commencing with respondent's father's 6ccupatibn and
moving'through education; place of education, first job level, length of time
.in Racine etc., in order to.ascertain the relative weight of each variable:in
"determ1n1ng" or accounting for the 1971 world view of respondents. This is
done separately for each race/ethnic group. |

These data demonstrate that:persons in positions of power, formal or
informal,.should not approach the rural-reared minority group in&igrant: male
Qr“female,udththe idea that they, as a consequence of their antecedents,

-have a passive world view, an orientation toward life that is rather fixed and

unchanging, an orientation that determines how they behave throughout the

" range of decision making'situations in which urban dwellers find themselves.

" We would not make such'a point’ef this were it not for the fact that laymen

* and academics alike have seized upon the culture of poverty explanation of how

the poor and particularly poor race/ethnic minorities.seem to forever be at

the’lower rungs of the socio—ecenomic status ladder. Indeed, their error has

' been further compounded because they believe ;hat substitution of ‘a psycho-
cultural explanation is indicative of their sophistication over.thoselwho have

clung so long {or still do) to racial and/or hered1tary explanations. That

the culture o; poverty model is hard to dispel has been demonstrated by its

recurring appearance in the professional literature and the attendant

controversy.

{Three articleg in a 1974 issue of Social Problems are particularly

L
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" cogent in reference to‘ihg arguement. Della Fave (157;) prqvides a system-
atic theoretical framework for future research paSed upon Hyman;s (1?66) con-
cept of the "value’stretch.ﬁ Coward, Feagin. and Williams (1974) present
data which, for %ll,practical purpases, demolish the culture of poverty model
as earlier‘pfesented by Lewis and/o¢ attributed to him by others during the
earlier period of the debate 10 years ago. The third artigle by Williamson
(1974), while suggesting thét economic self-interest does not accoun; for be- .
liefs about the motlvation of the poor, does miss the point that it is the

p051tion of gatekeepers in society whose views are most important in deter-

mining what will or will not be_done in-order to deal with the.problem of

1 14 . ’

poverty.
THE WORLD VIEW SCALE

éhere were-originally eight questions which we ‘intended to ufiliie in
constructing a scale differentiatifig active vs. passive views toward life.
One of them (It's always a good idea to put away mosf,of ;our ﬁoney fof‘a.‘

"rainy day:) was eliminated when we learned that the rainy day idiom has no

Spanish equivalent. ) ’ . -

The brief discussion that follows present§~the rohaining:séven state-
ments‘(;s dqes Table 1) in ordgr‘of decreasing 1960 race/ethnic differences.
Respcnses of agree or Strongly agreé aré joiﬁtly referred to as "agree" and
‘those responses of disagree or strcngly disagree are refefred to as ''disagree."
Race/ethnic groups were ranked from 'most' to '"least" in order to compute Tau."
These raniings are in some instances based on relatively small differences be-

»-fween groups, and, of course, such spall differences are reflected in very low

‘Taus umless only two of the race/ethnic groups are similar. We shall comment

5 on sex d1f¢erences only if they produce a sign1f1cant1y d1fferent race/ethnxc

ordering than for the combined sample or if contrary to the usunl pattern of

responses, the males are more passive than the females.

6 . ) )
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TABLE 1. WORLD VIEW SCALE AND COMPONENT QUESTIONS: x>nm\ma=2mm

. GROUP VARIATION 1960-1971

Percent Active vs. Pergent

Passive Responses’

5,

8

~Anglo | Negro “H”wm:a._ 1960 197

A P .w> P A P Tau Rank Tau Rank

R I T
y... .Bmwas,n:w B | 4 wwg AR .ww 328 A/N/MA .282 . A/N/MA
,wa The wise person... | wwww . WM ww MM 4wm | LM Nw 254 A/IN/MA 1220 A/N/MA
.u.‘,,sa seeret om...r C ey = .Mw A W 2 206 N/AMA 169 N/MA/A

| 4. Not...away muwmamm.”n wwww WN : ww Mw . ww _u ww .mmm A/N/MA .0592 .>\zwz>
5 The best debe-- www 4 M 20 wmy : .mw 089 AMA/N 099 MA/N
T 6. hen & man... 1960 o1 _m e o 0752 A/NMA 167 A/MA/N
7 oty e, 10 M 80 s e

The world view scale was dichotomized. Pro-con responses for
cept as the difference in percentzge “etween 100% and the sum

wro.wamw<wa:w~ items sre not
of active and passive percents).

included (ex-

Not mnwnwmmwowmmw significant., AIl crher nwnm\mnrzwm.mwmmmnosomm were significant at the .001 level.
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[Table 1 about here]. s . .

Thae - Individual Items

x
e

1. PZanntng only makee a pereon unhappy aince your pZane hardly ever work
v out anyway

z ¥

Over,half of the Mexican-Anerican and Negro respondents agreed (passive)

and three out of four Anélos disagreed (active) in 1960 in their reactions to ///)

this statement. By 1971- all three groups shifted toward a more active V1ew L
and differences had decreased ' ' : . I -

2, Ihe wise person lives for today aﬁd lets tomorrow take care 3} iteelf.
o d '\ About half of the Negroee and Mexican-Americans and four out of five of
_ “the Anglos disagreed (active) with this ;tateﬁent in 1960. By 1971 the Anglos‘
had become sl1ght1y more p3551ve in their responses while the Negroes and

Mexican-Americans responded more actlvely ,

-

3. The aeqret qf happtneee i8 not expect*ng too much and betng content with ..

what cames your way. .

IS

Two out of -three Anglos and Negroes and nine out of ten Mexican-Americans

»agreed with this statement in 1960. Although.the Negroes gave more active
responses than the Anglos or Mexican-Amerjcans both §ears, both Negroes and
Mexican-Americans shifted toward more activé responses more than did Anglos.
‘4. Not many things in life ave worth the sacrifice of moving away from your
friends. (

% Over half of the resbondents in each of the'thfee groups disagreed wiih.

this statement (active) in 1960; Negro females eipressed‘e mere active view -
~ than Negro males and Mexican-American females were léss act}ié:than Mexican-

. American males.

Controls for sex in 1971 revealed that Mexican-American'males were more

active in response than other males and fema;es,qcousiderebly?iOre active

8
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than Menican-American'females; and slightly more active ‘than Anglo and Negro

females (by 4% and 5%). NegrO»and Ang‘ females were Immre act1ve than the1r
3 \ :
- male counterparts and similar to each other - o " :

5. The beat job to have is one where you are part of a group all working

)
together, even if wyou don't get much zndwzdual credzi

" Over half of the/;espondents were in agreement (passivqa with this state-
mént both years. Between-groups d1fferences were re‘at1vely small both years.

/7
. When a man is born the succass he ‘is goeng to have 18 not already in the

cards, each makes hzs oun fate

~

At least five out of six respondents agreed (active) with ‘the above

statement in 1950 and there was little difference between groups By\l97l

q

the race/ethn1c rank order had changed principally because the Anglos and -

Mex1can-Americans (mainly females) sh1fted slightly toward act1ve and the

4
Negroes toward passive responses

°

7.° Not many,thznga in life are worth the sacrzfice of'movzng awuy‘from your

Sfamily. . : . T

s 1

2

More than five out of six respondents agreed with this statement in 1960,

r'indlcatlng a strongly pa551ve or1entation There were almost no between-
® 1

groups d1fferences Anglos changed toward a more active outlook by 1871 as

d1d the Negroes "but to a lesser extent. Sex d1fferences within each'group

-

were also more pronounced in 1971 than they were in 1960, although 1n a

somewhat surpr131ng direction. Both Anglo‘and Mexican-American females res-
zponded uore actively (disagreed) than did the'males, yhereas Negro females
‘‘Were more passive (agreed) than were Negro males.':

“

' | , - The World View Scale -

©

. ’ . I
When the world view questions were combined into a scale, the 1960°re-

sults showed the Anglos markedly skewed toward the act1ve and the *

-

. . 9 - o R
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In 1971 -the Anglos were sg}ll quite skewedrtoward'the actlve end of the 'ﬁx
—t

sogle and the Negroes and Mexican-Americans had‘become much more actroéﬁ Al-

am

though the rank ordering did not change from 1960-1971, the difference betucen _

b P

-

-

. ; the Negroes a1l Mexican-Americans was much cleare; in 1971 thaa it had been
in 1960, SR "._ .
It should, of course, be noted that group change does not teil, the whole
story. Betwoen 1960 ahd1197l 52% of  the Anglos had not cha:zed in world-view,
' 14% had become more passiVe‘and, 33% more active. Only 28% of the Mexican-
| Americans and 29% of the'Negroes~had nopﬁchanged,,uhile 52% of the Mexican-
* Americans and 53% of the Negroes had betome more active. Negro'nale and
female shifts were. in the same directions and proportipns"while Mexican- ' ‘T
_ American,females were more apt to have become passive than the males and Anglo‘

males were more apt té have become passive than the females Race/ethnic

-

. differences are also shown by the Anglo Tau of .311 which was con51derably oo

higher (more similarity in responses between 1860 and 1971) than that for

Mexican-Americans (Tau .034, n.s.) and that for the Negroes (Tau .141, n.s.).

-, t

If we look at a dichotony of ''were already or have become more passive"
" - > - . . " ) . ::
vs. ''were already or have beggmg~nore active," we have a much clearer picture
~ of the growing similarity ingattitudes. Of the Anglos,81% were active and 19\

‘ passive (almost exactly the same when controlled for sex). Negroes were

L}

" . similar to the Anglos, with 72% active and 28% passive, although.77% of the
® - o

males out only‘SQ% of the females were active The Mex1can-Amer1cans Were '

-~

least act1vo with a 67% and 33% division, but with even greater male/fefay;//, e

difference; 79& of the males and 53% of the females giving actlye,re/ponsasf




.. .—. . ~» .‘d o. 'm . ) . - . . ) ... 3 ... .,I
. H . . . | Q .. i X . . ”- - ) . . .
- - - : - : .'b. : 2t . o .
_ .TABLE 2. PERCENT PASSIVE RESPONSES TO WORLD VIEW SCALE* -~ | ‘- ) 1
j . - . . . - . . -~ ‘ “ L. ‘ . : . . . ‘t
o, _ \ "1960 B -1} -
— L | y \ . ' o
o Mexlcan-Amerlcan {Catholic) 57.2 : - 38.3 . .
- .. T ‘. ) > .
U, ' Female . —_— 6‘1\2 ' 81 v
‘ Male : b N 53‘_@' ; 22.7 ) .
~ | S~ T Femel: #3.5  Female 68.1
4 . Low Ingome . . 60.4 r;gh sl YT male 2404 N
o . S , erizlc 53,3 : Female .36.8 -
" » “1gh‘1-’."f°“‘.-‘f‘ - « v 4‘8 Maie  45.8 - 25.8 Male 21.3
Negro (Protestant)’. ™ = - §5.5 ~ 28.8
» . s r. . . . . ' . ) v ' . o . .
Female ' - 57,9, o, 32.7 | § - . -
Male- , - 52.4 R -23.3 - S
’ y Female - 60.2 - . ‘Female. 37.5 : °
Low Income .- 80 B.Malc- L6129 %2 Male  33.3. -
s : Female 50.0 . , Female 167
High income o 45.5 Male 4 '9_ }4.8 Male 13.5'
Co 4 ) . t . . o, o™ . r
Anglo (Catholic) ) 20}0. NS A
" Female S 26.7 - - - 11;9 -. :
T Male o 12.5 11.9" /\J
' . 24 o Female 50.0 - . " . Female 12 5 -
‘ . Low Incoie , _038.2 Male 21.4 " 17.9 Male 25.0 . .
) : ’ L4 “'. -
High Income . ‘ 7.8 ;:Tzleﬂ 78,? .v.8.9 ;:n;:le 12 -3 "
' -7 o\ . s
Anglo (Protestant) , » 16,9 - ) 11.2° “ .
Female . 179 . S T8 ' ,
Maie . _ 15.9 2. . 11,7 R o,
Low ‘Income. . 833 gchale B2 T g Female 124 4o
. ) . . . I * ‘- . = ) b " o .Q“
’  #igh Incone B AR R
* In 1960 those families w1th an income below $5,999 were defmed as .
’ - low income; in 1271, taking inflation into cons:.dar;tion those with =~ °
income below $7,999 were considered low. ‘ . S
- . \\
i )
i
2
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. : : : . - IURVARENE, . _
‘ oy B A11 of this suggests that Negroes and Mex1can-Amer1cans have come to "L '

e v,

perce1ve the world about them more and mqre as do Anglos * TRat ‘all do not‘
yet Rerceive the world as Anglos do may be attributed.gust‘as muck, we'bc:‘
lieve, to the experiences that.thev have had in the urban.industrial nilieu'
: as t; their earlier.socialization Actually, e1ther changing or static

- occupational levels and incomes probably have .their effects on respondents"
. world.v1ews, whether.they be’ ﬁnglos, Mexican-Americans,.or yegroes. The

_" -

o ~converse position-(that world view effects.changes-in oécupational leye:

- and/or 1néome) is currently a more population pn"ition but one for which we -
-have not .seen evidence Similarly, the idea that. psychological factors (mo-
- \ . -
W~ t1vationa1 for example) determine ach1evement at either the group or indivi-’
. s >

dual level " throughout the entirb occupational structure has' not been supported

'by much ev1dence ; '_ R : T = e
. _ : :

RACE/ETEY’CITY RELIGION, SEX, INGQgE AND® THEIR RELATIONSHIP TQ WORLD VIEW
Addl” 2. shows the percent of each race/ethn1c re11gious, sex, and indome .
category (group data) w1th what/We have defined as.a pa551ve rather than an

v N -
act1ve response As we have 1nd1cated one cannot help -but Be 1mpressed by -

~

‘the changes mhat took p1ace between 1960 and 1971 While Mexican«American

~mma1es became 1ess pa551ve, both males and females in high income fkmilies did

' so...Negroesnin every category became less.passive, fomales in high 1ncome
families more than any others. MWith the exception of low income.Catholic males; a
.Anglos becaue more active4than'previouslx~or'remained_active_in their resﬁonses,
e eag. high’incohe Protestant and Catholic mates andeenales.

| | v E | .‘[Tabie é-about here]' | ._ ) :_ ¢

These agaln, ate group data and while they g1ve us some 1dea of the extent
. to which changes in responses to wor1d view questions have taken place, they

4

j do not yeally .tell us what brings about change in individuals, how they actually

L4 ) . 2 C . . ¢
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come to leok af the ‘world differently than they have in tne past. Thei,do
sugéest, however, that changing fbrtunes in tne world of work, as evidenced .
’;y.higher income (betrer jobs, more'work;‘more persons in the family in the.
iabar'force, ur whatevegi,_eeem to be related to change in world Qiew. This

is not to say that time?in the commumity and the process of cultural inte-

gration, heve nothing to do with changing wexld view, fpr we.have shown :na;'
“ change does take place, but the change'qi”definite1§ greater for\those WiFh

high incomes if they were not alreedy there in 1960 (i.e. did not have an

a;tive world view in 1960). \\ ‘

What we are most concerned about is how werld,view is originally formu-

' lateq, and how an@ where cnange in world yieﬁ actually comes about in the

process of interaction-with members of the host scciety in an urban industrial

milieu. This can be obserred‘in the field, of course. All of us have pro-

1ibab1y spent time in the field (in bars, in homes in the barrio, and -on the

corner in the gnetto).and can describe what we perceive to be both the pro-

cesses of cultural 1ntegration and structural aSS1m1lat1on even more spec1f1- .

cally, economic abso*ption We can even talk about the change that probably
) precedes the inmigrant's decision to leave his/her former place of residence.
,It may be for the first time, or as a consequence of haV1ng left many times as
a member of a migrant labor family, in the latter case the decision is simply
to attempt to secure work in a city adjacent to agricultural work. Then cemes
'thefinmigranfs' efforts to'find housing, sociabiiity, gronp acceptance, recog-
K ' . :
larger host society. We have an idea how this is facilitated for the inmi-.
grant by conversing with others in the tavern, meeting people who know the
answers, listening to telev151on and ”adio, looking at the newspapers, -shop-

ping, and visiting with family and friends who have been there for a longer ,

13

nieion, and" response in either the inmigrant. minority group society or in the
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‘period of time. But really, how sure can we be that what we have seen is what
we think we have seen unless i; hag been verified by some kind of statistical
analysis of the data invol;ing manipulation of variables wit; controls of
considerable number and complexity?

While neither path anélysis nor multiple regression analysis takeé the
place of thinking aSout the data, either one can be very helpfu! in Letting '
a handle on the ielationship between a Variefy of background and expérienti=1
variab;es and the world view of our respondents. We shall turn to regression
analysis in arder to see just how ﬁuch respondent variation in world view can
be accounted for by antecedent life experiences:'

THE gscnﬁsszou ANALYSIS | |

World'view scale scores for 1971 were’reg:essed on 18 variables as shown -
in Table 3, each entered one at a time so thaé all variableé previously en-
tered had heen controlled for. Onrly male respondents were iﬁcluded in the
analysis. Each of the variables is described in Appendix A. Total family
income is exéluded in the analysis since we limited it to only those variables
applying directly to the maleg,

[Table 3 about here]

The first order correlationsifor Mexiéanéﬁmericans suggest that the
fegion in which respoqdent received his elementafy education, lahguﬁge useage,l
friendship patterns, years of schocling, and age will be important determi-
nants of 1971 world view. 'Among the Negroés, father's job level, elementary'
region of edUcation,‘years~of schoo}ing, 1960 world view, and friendship
patterns, appear tc be of the greatest impéftance, followed by age,°1960;job
level, and~years of work experience in Racine. For the Anglos, 1960 world |
viéw; years of sch&bling, and whether o:—nat respondeﬁt had doﬁe aé;icultﬁral
Lgbor have the highest correlations. Thus there are com;unaiities and -

differences. 1‘4 . ' X

\‘
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Turningato the multiple correlations for each group, we find thatﬁby

the time that the first 12 variables had been entered (and these were all that

-

-

could be entered for the Anglos), the multiple correlatjon was .6780. But Yor

g
the Negroes it was only .4581 and for the Mex1can-Americans even less, .374%.

‘When additional var1ables were added for the Mexican-Amgricans their multiple

correlation rose to .6405.but that for Negroes ch@nged 1e55'and was only .5084

at its maximum.

Bxamination of the standard1zed&Beta we*ghts (ehev Ladicate the we1ght
that each variable has in a l1near equation) reveals that they d1ffer in rank
considerably from what might have been expected considering the first order

correlation coefficients. This.happens when there is collinearity in the va-

Lo

riables. Any var1able that is h1gh1y correlated with a var1able previously -

\

entered will have a Beta weight reduced or even with 1ts sign reversed since

v

the-prev1ous‘yar1able has gone into the equation with an incremental value‘

accounting for most’ of the change that the frllowing variable would also have

accounted for.

Now, looking at the Beta weights, keeping the first order correlations

and intercorrelqtions of variables in'mind, we shall consider the _multiple

. correlations (the multiple correlations squared equal the amount of variance.

expla1ned) as they were introduced in some approximation to‘%he1r
chronological influence on 1971 world view.

For the Mexican-Americans, we note that father's job has no effects,
tnat elementary schooling in the North vs. Texas or Mex1co and to a lesser
extent years of schooling make for an actlve world view, that having done
agricultural lator is related to an active world view but having had onefs

first job in @ rural rather than urban commumnily makes for a passive world

view, and that the small negative effect of first job level has been cancelled _

16 S
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out by its re1ative1y high correlat1on w1th.ever having dcne agr1cu1tural
h,_;_”_- . labor.. While many years of urban work exper1ence including Rarlne seem to
make for a pa551ve world view its correlation with age places a differenct
perspective on this.Beta we1ght. Furthermore JOb level in- 1960 and years )f
work experience.in Racine offset it with p051t1ve Beta werghts that raisc
the predicted woirld view score. By the time that years lived .in Racine has
been added it makes for little change, having been correlated with region of
elementary education years of schooling and years of work exper1ence in
RaC1ne Since world view in 1960 had an 1nverse correla*ion'with 1971 worid
view and it had little relationship to other var1ab1es it has a small negative
weight in the equat1on What we see here is one var1ab1e reduC1ng the welght
of another variable or add1ng little in some cases so that by the time that
we reach 197i world view the multiple correlatron is only .3747. When the
English'vs Span1sh language useage variables ‘are 1nserted the multiple cor-
re1at1on increases somewhat again. Friendshlp patterns for both 1960 and 1971,
added in the final two steps, tend to produce an, active world view if some
fr1ends are non-Mex1can-Amer1can The  impact of each of .he variables 1nc1uded :
for Negroes and Anglos d1ffers from that for Mexican-Americans, in”soae cases

in weight and in other cases in d1rection. Negroes and.Anglos have different’

patterns as well.

" CONCLUSIONS

\\\\ ‘ Now what do we conclude from all of th%s? First, while there is race/
ethnic variation, variation within groups by religion, sex, and income is as
. \ n e

great or greater... Second it appears that sex and income are important deter-

t

.”fﬁ~1m1nants of world view W1th1n race/ethnlc/rellglous groups. Third,. we can con-
clude that world view changes with time among inmigrants from Texas and

Mississippi.

« A7
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- When we turn to the multinle regression analysisoa description of the
,findings is not quite as easy: Aithough_twelve variables accounted for iessl
of the Mexlcan—nmerican variance than'that for the Anglos or_Negroes, by.
:edding four more variables the multiple correlation for‘Mexican-Americans
41ncreased to almost the same as that for Anglos. Elementéry schooling in
Mexico, the Southwest, or Rac1ne and hav1ng onlnyexlcan-Amerlcan vs. non-

' ethnic friends were most important in determining world view for Mexican-e
Amer1cans the f1rst,a'var1ab1e over wh1ch they had no control and the second,
‘one over which they had: some cho1ce Among the Negroes, a wider variety of

’ varlables had effects on 1971 world view. Among the' Anglos, years of schcollng
and years of work exper1ence in Racine had the greatest effect on 1971 world
4V1ew, although 1960 world view was also very 1mportant., In sum the world view
of persons W1th1n each group can be accounted for in part by a combination of

place of soc1a11zat10n and early life experlences preced1ng the stable work
perlod by experiencing a stable work period in an urban area such as. Racine,
and in the case of Mex1can-Amer1cans by cont1nu1ng patterns of ethnic assoc1-,% h
" ation. Most of the withrn-groub variation in world view that we have found,
howerer, is not acconnted for by the regression model presented in this paper.

| That 75% of the Negro variation is unaccounted for, 59% cf the Mex1can~
American, and 54% of the Anglo, suggests that world view, while differing
markedly by broad categories of race/ethnicity, sex and income does not vary'
within race/eﬂhnlc'groups on a bas1s of general categorjes of experience and
assoc1at10ns as much as by experiences peculiar to each 1nd1vidua1 _experiences

L

* which have been translated into individual perceptions of the world.

18
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- FOOTNOTES

-]

* The Racine, Wisconsin study of inﬁigrant labor wjps conducted from 1958

to 1965 with grants from the N;tiona; Institutes of Heplth (Prejects RG 5342,

RG 9980,~GM 10919,.hnd CH 00042) and from the National Science Foundation.

S1nce 1962 the pro;ect has -been- located gt the University of Iowa. Our cur-

4

_rent restudy has been supported by NIH grants (MH 18196 and MH 1332&3 since

1970. The pro;ect has also béen supported by the College of Liberal \rts,

the Graduate College, and the D1v1s1on of,Extension and University Servicqs

 at the University of Iowa. Findings for ihe first three years of inter-

viewing have beeh described in a variety o’”“°“ers but are summarized in

Lyle and Magdallne Shannon, Minority Mzgrants in the Urban Cannuntty

i bewcan-Amerecan and Negro Adbust@gpt to Induatrzal Sbc1ety, Beverly Hllls._-

Sage Pub11cat1ons, 1973, 357 pp.

At the outset of the project.considerable discussion'toekAplace be-
tweeh~the reseafchers and re%reseneafives of ;efibus‘egeé of each of‘the“
three major raciai and.eehnic gfeups in Racine in ordef.to.decide upan de-
eignations that would be approﬁfiate fdr;each, particularly the inmigrants.

While the terms 'Mexican-Americans," “Negroés," and "'Anglos" were seLected;

we are aware of and understand regionpi aqa age differences in prefefence and

1

have regard for the more‘récent designations. Ou: continued usage of the

older terms is for the sake of consistency with the terms selected in 1959.

SR Although we conducted .interviews with only 74% of the original res-

pondents Qe did obtain interviews with surviving spouses, children and others
who could te}l us about an additional 20% of the persons originally inter-

viewed. - The restudy has been reported in Lyle W. Shannon "Measuring Changes

in Occupation and income: Some Problems with a Cohort of Mexicaﬂ-Anericans,



-1 - T
Negroes, and Anglos," Pacific Soczologtcal Review, Vol 19 No. 1, January
1976, pp. 3-18; Lyle W. Shannon and Judith’ L. McK1m "Mexican- American, Negro,

and Anglo Improvement in Labor*Force Status Between 1960 and 1970 in a -

-

Midwestern Commun1ty," °octaZ Sctence Quarterly, Vol. SS No. 1, June 1974

'pp 91-111; Lyle W. Shannon and Jud1th L McKim "Attitudes Toward Educat1on o

' and the Absorpt1on of Inmigrant Mexrcan-Ameracans and Negroes in RaC1ne v _
Educatton and Urban Soctety, Vol. VI, No. 3, May 1974, pp. 333-354; Lyle W.
Shannon, "False Assumptions About the Determ1nants of Mexican-American and

Negro Economic.Absorption," Sociological Quarterly, Vol. 16 No 1, Winter
1975, pp. 3-15. | |

S Lyle W Shannon 'The Study of Mlgrants as Members of Soc1a1 Systems,

Proceedtngs of the.1868 Annual _Meeting, of the American Ethnologtcal Soctety
34-64; Lyle W. Shannon 'The Econcmic Absorption and Cultural Integrat1on of
Inmigrant’Worker5° Characterist1cs of the Individual vs. the Nature of the

System," PP. 167 186 in Brody (ed.), Mtgratton and Human Adaptatton, Beverly
Hills: Sage Pub11”at10ns, 1970. ' . _ > au
" » We have selected'Tau as our index ofvsimilarity or dissimilarity in
race/ethnic distributions. The higher the Tau, the more d1fferent “the d1s-li
tr1bu.1on betveen groups If Tau decreased between 1960 and 1971 the’ dis-
tr1but1on of race/ethnic groups has converged and 1f Tau 1ncreased they be-
came more disparate during the’ 11-year period Ne have hypothesized that
- Taus will decrease between 1960 and 1971 and have utilized Chi Square to
o determine if the differences found in race/ethnic distributions are

statistically significant.
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. FIRSTJOB- =~ First job of male respondentE_ 8 categories-from professional
~(8) to agricultural labor (I)- s -
T FATHERJB ' Usual occupation of father of male respondent 4same cate-
‘ gor1es as above. .
ELEMREGH = Region of elementary educat1on for male respondent for .
e i —_Mexican-Americans,

North (3), South, M1551551pp1 (1) for Anglos, RaC1ne 3,
other L S., non-U 5. (1).

SCHOOLH © Years of formal educatlon for male respondent 6 intervals
' from 13 or- more years (6) to no school (1). »
AGLABORM Male respondent has ever done agricultural labor: yes (f){_
no (2). :

' FJBURBAN ~ Size of community in which male respondent first worked: 6 .-

categories,-rural to 2,499 (1); 2,500-9,999; 10,000-24, 999
to 100,000 or + (6).

_MPRESJOB 1960 job of male*respondent: same code as FIRSTJOB.

URBANINR Years of urban work experience of male respondent  including
- Racine in 8 intervals: 25 or + (8) to none (1).

LONGLIVE Years lived in Racine for male respondent: 6 categories,
0-4 (1); 5-9, to over 40 (6).

 WVIEW60 .  Male respondent's score on erld view scale in 1960: 8 cate-
' - gories from most passive (0) to most active (7). \

. LANGHOMM 'Language réported spoken in home by male respondents for
: : : Mex1can-Amer1cans only’ only Spanlsh ) to oniy Eng11sh (5)

- LANGPCIM ~  Language reported spoken by people closest to by male res-
pondent for Mex1can-Amer1cans same code as LANGHOMM.

M -

ETHNFRMA Ethn1C1ty of fr1ends reported by male respondent . 2 Spanisn‘
, surname fr1ends (1) to none .(4).

'l

_FRNOTNEG - Does male respondent have friends that are not Negroes no
(1), yes (2). ’
- B .Iﬁ§fNNEG Has male respondent ever Jnv1ted non-Negroes to home. noﬁll),
AN L yes (2). | o *
N WRKRAC60 Years of work experience in Racine for maie respondent: ~in
RN Y actual years, 0 to 56. .
WVIEW71 Male respondent's world view in 1971: same code as WVIEWGO.
\\\ .




- FRNETHNIC: Male fespondent.re
' ) no (1) yes (2).
| 'HYRBORN

ports friends of difforent'race/ethnicity:

- Male respondent's age in 8 categorzes fuom youngest (1) to
oldest (8). IR
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